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I have been busy on Beacon 

Hill as we debate sustainable 

energy, criminal justice 

reform, and initiatives to 

eliminate health disparities. 

Despite the cold, things 

haven’t slowed down in the 

neighborhood either: 

MassArt opened its new 

Design and Media Center;  I 

co-sponsored a Narcan 

overdose training in 

Roslindale with Rep. Malia; 

and I organized a water and 

supplies drive to benefit the 

people of Flint, Michigan. At 

the same time, we have 

begun to deliberate on the 

budget, where we seek to 

make key investments in early 

education, affordable housing 

and rental vouchers, and the 

arts. As Chair of the Joint 

Committee on Health Care 

Financing, we have reported 

out legislation that protects 

youth and minorities.  

In this newsletter, I reflect on 

these issues and look forward 

to the rest of the year, 

The House of Representatives 

started 2016 in full gear, passing 

legislation I sponsored, address-

ing racial injustices and dispari-

ties. Here is a brief overview of 

the legislation we passed, with a 

preview of what the rest of the 

year may look like:  

Campaign Finance Reform 

In February, I voted for a resolu-

tion calling on Congress to pass 

a constitutional amendment lim-

iting private campaign contribu-

tions and super PAC spending. 

As you know, this is an election 

year. The success of our elec-

tions and democracy is founded 

on the premise that every com-

munity member has a say in poli-

cy. But since the Citizens United 

decision, we’ve seen a huge 

amount of money spent by a 

select few. Suddenly, the opin-

ions of our neighbors don’t mat-

ter as much as they used to. 

That needs to change. This vote 

was the first step in a long pro-

cess to fight for the voices that 

have been drowned out.  

 

Criminal Justice Reform 

One of my first votes in the New 

Year was to repeal a 1989 law 

that automatically suspended 

driver’s licenses for drug offend-

ers whose crimes had nothing to 

do with operating a motor vehi-

cle. This was just one more ef-

fort to remedy the policies of 

the ineffective war on drugs. 

This repeal will eliminate yet 

another barrier for the some 

7,000 people a year who are 

trying to get lives back. For years 
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 Updates from Beacon Hill 

Spotlight: Bromley-Heath 
Located next to the Jackson 

Square T stop, the Bromley-

Heath Housing Development is 

the largest housing project in 

New England. Home to over 750 

families, it seems worlds away 

from the rest of the JP 

neighborhood. Asthma rates 

remain dangerously high, crime 

persists, and buildings seem 

uninhabitable. However, the 

people inside Bromley are hard 

working and ever-optimistic.  

I spend a lot of time in that 

corner of the district, working 

with local organizations to 

coordinate resources for the 

residents. I helped found the 

Bromley Partners Group, which 

is an organization of over 20 local 

nonprofits, government offices, 

and police officers that 

coordinate events and promote 

community building.  

In January, our Bromley Partners 

Group focused on youth 

employment and engagement. 

We started off the year with a 

report on youth employment, 

titled “Designing from the 

Margins,” which examines 

inequities in youth employment 

opportunities for Boston 

youth. In February, members 

of the Partners Group 

distributed packets with 

summer job opportunity 

listings for JP youth.  

ommend how the state can lower 

prison populations, reduce recidi-

vism, and limit spending on the 

state’s criminal justice system. 

Affordable Housing 

In March, I testified in support of 

my bill, H.2675 An Act to Encourage 

Affordable Housing. Public housing 

accounts for 20% of the state’s 

affordable housing inventory and 

much of it is blighted and poorly 

maintained. This bill would allow 

flexibility for housing authorities to 

deal with the problems of outdat-

ed housing stock.  

Gun Violence  

I have co-sponsored legislation 

that would establish a commission 

to study the primary prevention of 

gun violence. This would study 

social determinants, such as 

socioeconomic status, educa-

tion level, race, and gender to 

understand the roots of the 

violence. The research from 

this commission would build on 

gun control we passed in the 

House last year. 

Additionally, we passed several 

pieces of health legislation, 

which you can read more 

about in the Committee up-

dates on page 3.  

the automatic suspension of driv-

er's licenses hampered offenders' 

ability to re-enter into society, 

leading to a high recidivism rate. It 

often took years and fee of $500 

for the license to be reinstated. 

Not having a driver's license often 

prevented offenders from access-

ing the jobs and housing necessary 

to earn a living. This bill would 

repeal the policy in order to help 

offenders get back on their feet. 

The repeal happened while the 

Council of State Government’s 

Justice Reinvestment Initiative 

conducts a complete data-driven 

analysis of the state’s criminal 

justice system. Its goal is to rec-

(Continued from page 1) 

On February 20th, my office organized a water, baby wipes, and baby formula 

drive to help our friends in Flint, Michigan. In total we collected over 5,000 

bottles of water and raised an additional $3,895 in donations from the 

community to go toward purchasing supplies.   

The purpose of the event was to collect water for individuals who are not 

able to make it to distribution centers, be it from old age, accessibility, or fear 

of interacting with government officials. Volunteers from the Union of 

Minority Neighborhoods, as well as my office and Cambridge State 

Representative Marjorie Decker’s office drove to Flint to help distribute 

resources to these overlooked populations and ensure donated funds were 

used properly. We distributed the donations through several religious 

institutions in Flint that have stronger relationships with those disenfranchised 

individuals and families. 

Thank you to everyone in the community who participated! 

Around the District: Flint Water Drive 

Distributing info on 

youth jobs to  

Bromley- Heath  

residents  
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Opioid Bill 

Continuing the Committee’s work on 

substance abuse, we moved forward a bill 

to tackle the prevention and treatment of 

opioid addiction. Although the Senate and 

House are still working to finalize bill 

language, the Governor signed part of the 

House bill into law in January.  With the 

signing of that law, women needing 

addiction treatment will no longer be 

incarcerated but treated at more 

appropriate healthcare facilities.  

SEIU Ballot Initiative 

On March 8th, our Committee will hold a 

hearing on a ballot initiative, sponsored by 

1199 SEIU, that would regulate how much 

and how little hospitals can be paid.  

Hospitals, insurers, and consumer 

advocates are all expected to share their 

opinions.  We look forward to a robust 

discussion about how to control health 

care costs. 

Prescription Drug Info Sessions 

In order to better understand the issues 

around drug pricing, the Committee is 

holding a series of regional informational 

listening sessions for legislators and 

stakeholders. The first of these meetings 

took place in Springfield, MA on January 

19th. The panelists were from health 

insurance companies, patient advocacy 

organizations, healthcare provider 

groups, pharmaceutical companies, and 

local government offices. Topics 

addressed included patient cost sharing, 

the negotiations between health plans 

and drug companies, and how to prepare 

for increasing pharmaceutical spending. 

Disparities Bill Passed  

I am pleased to report that my legislation 

regarding health disparities was passed by 

the House on January 26th. The bill 

establishes an Office of Health Equity to 

eliminate racial and ethnic health 

disparities. Studies have shown that socio

-economic, behavioral, and environmental 

factors account for 80% of overall health 

status. Social factors, such as income, 

housing, and education are the greatest 

determinants of individual health. While 

we have made some progress with 

initiatives to address these factors, these 

efforts tend to lack coordination and 

long-term planning. A dedicated Office 

of Health Equity can provide a 

framework for coordinating these 

existing programs and optimize our 

efforts across multiple agencies. 

Conversion Therapy Bill  

Our Committee passed a bill that would 

not allow “conversion therapy” for 

people under 18.  In “conversion 

therapy,” a therapist tries to change a 

person’s sexual orientation or 

transgender identity.  Our Committee 

heard from many advocates, who 

explained how this therapy can harm 

children and teenagers.  The bill will 

now be considered by the House. 

It is through this legislation that we 

also hope to encourage English 

speaking students to learn a language 

and incentivize them to acquire these 

beneficial language skills by 

establishing a Massachusetts State Seal 

of Biliteracy. While this bill is still in 

committee, I am working with 

stakeholders to ensure that we give 

opportunities to all of our students to 

succeed and close the achievement 

gap. It is important to ensure quality 

education for all children. 

At the beginning of this session, I filed 

House Bill 498, An Act relative to 

Language Opportunities for Our Kids. It 

proposes to amend the Massachusetts 

Public Schools policy of transferring 

students into English only classrooms 

after an average of one year of 

sheltered immersion instruction. This 

policy of moving English Language 

Learning (ELL) students into English-

only classrooms too early hinders their 

academic growth and perpetuates the 

growing gap in dropout rates.  

By the Numbers: 

 47.4% of  BPS students speak 

another language in addition to 

English 

 Drop-out rates for ELL 

students across the state are 

3x the rate for other students   

 The state’s 4-year graduation 

rate is 86.1%, but only 63.9% 

for ELL students  

Spotlight: Language Opportunities for Our Kids 
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Get in Touch! I am always available, whether you prefer to email, tweet, or 

send in a good ‘ol letter. I love hearing from constituents! 

Celebrating the announcement that Boston was 

awarded a $1.3 million Shannon Grant. The 

Shannon Grant helps fund anti-gang and youth 

violence prevention efforts undertaken 

cooperatively by law enforcement, community-

based organizations, and government agencies.  

Budget Priorities 
Every year we go through the important 

budget process, which provides the 

funding that runs state agencies, makes 

public services run smoothly, and gives 

assistance to individuals and community 

organizations. This year I will advocate for 

the issues and programs that are 

important to you. My decisions are 

informed by what I hear from my 

constituents, so I urge you to continue to 

email and call my office so I can advocate 

for you on Beacon Hill.  

Governor Baker released his budget 

proposal in January, which reflects a very 

tight year with modest spending increases. 

The proposal includes increased funding 

for mental health and substance abuse 

treatment, intervention, and recovery 

services including 45 new treatment 

beds at Taunton State Hospital. The 

budget proposal also increases funding 

to MassHealth, which is in the process 

of discussing delivery reforms to 

ensure better care. However, the 

proposal also includes serious cuts to 

programs like transitional aid to 

families, DCR Administration, 

homeless individuals assistance, and the 

Massachusetts Rental Voucher 

Program (MRVP).  

The budget debate now moves to the 

House, where we will fight to restore 

funding to these shortfalls.  

Here is a shortlist of what I will be 

fighting for this year:  

Massachusetts Cultural Council, Adult 

Basic Education, the Massachusetts 

Rental Voucher Program, Shannon 

Grant for gang violence prevention, 

early education, Summer Jobs for At-

Risk Youth, Brownfields Redevelopment 

Fund, and other programs that help 

make our neighborhoods safer and 

stronger. 

The budget is a long process that 

continues through July, so I will 

continue to provide updates. For more 

information on the process, visit the 

Legislature’s website:  

https://malegislature.gov/Budget/Process 
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