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Sánchez Preserves Benefits for Eligible Immigrants
Helps stem trend of costly verification systems amendments to Fiscal Year 2012 Budget

BOSTON, MA – State Representative Jeffrey Sánchez of the 15th Suffolk District joined his colleagues in the House of Representatives last week in requiring the House and Senate Committees on Post Audit and Oversight to conduct a joint hearing on the operation of and compliance with citizenship verification measures currently required to obtain public assistance benefits. Passed with an overwhelming majority as a further amendment, this overrides a proposed budget amendment that would have required costly verification procedures for all citizens, including legal immigrants. 

The further amendment cosponsored by Representative Sánchez came through the hard work of legislators concerned about the demonization of immigrants and immigrant advocacy groups like The Massachusetts Immigrant and Refugee Advocacy Coalition.  

“I am proud to stand with my colleagues in the House of Representatives and their call to have these programs assessed before a decision is made whether or not to implement them.” Representative Jeffrey Sánchez (D-Boston) said, “And while I am proud of what we accomplished in the House it is time to focus on the process in the Senate. Because as of right now the data that is available, the data that is coming out of Colorado and Arizona, points to these programs being expensive and without any positive outcomes.” 

The further amendment also requires the Committee on Post Audit and Oversight to determine whether the Commonwealth should join the costly federal program Secure Communities. This program shares information of any arrested persons between United States Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE) and the authority making the arrest. This program has resulted in the deportation of legal immigrants and has a history of tying up the resources of ICE without resulting in the deportation of major criminals. 
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