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Sánchez champions funds for youth, housing, and public heath during challenging fiscal budget
Legislature passes a $30.6 billion budget agreement

BOSTON—Representative Jeffrey Sánchez and his colleagues in the Legislature passed a $30.6 billion budget agreement that added no new taxes or fees and allows the rainy day fund to end the year with a balance exceeding $800 million, an amount higher than at the beginning of the 2011 fiscal year. Despite the challenges of recent fiscal years, the Legislature has remained committed to supporting vital initiatives while exercising fiscal responsibility.

“This was one of the most challenging budget sessions I have ever experienced, but I am proud that we were able to protect key services critical to the health and education of Massachusetts residents,”  Sánchez said. 
Public health programs will receive nearly $500 million in funding, over $2 million more than fiscal year 2011.  The Department of Public Health (DPH) line items fund efforts to prevent illnesses and injuries, manage chronic disease, treat vulnerable populations, and protect families and communities across the state in order to ensure that the health and quality of life of Massachusetts citizens are not sacrificed. 
As a long-standing supporter for the development, health, and safety of young people across the Commonwealth, Sánchez championed $12.5 million for youth violence prevention programs to give youth the tools to change the direction of their lives. This funding supports a range of programs that empower communities to give young people the tools to change the direction of their lives and become thriving individuals by turning them away from crime and violence. Initiatives funded include after school programs, job training, GED and high school classes and mentoring support for teenagers, among others. Additionally, in the most recent supplemental budget, Sánchez supported $10 million for programs targeted at reducing youth violence among young individuals at highest risk of being perpetrators or victims of gun violence. 

“Youth violence prevention grants are the economic drivers of our community and build future leaders,” said Sánchez. “It is our responsibility as elected officials to ensure that our communities are safe and that our youth have the opportunity to succeed.”
-more-
Sánchez maintained eligibility for four federal matching funds to support a range of fundamental public health programs that prevent and control the most common preventable health conditions that are the largest drivers of health care costs. Funded at $3.4 million, the Commonwealth will continue to provide critical screening services for the early detection and treatment of many chronic diseases, such as diabetes, heart disease, stroke, and cancer. Mass in Motion, heart disease and stroke public education, and patient safety and medical error reduction programs will also retain funding. 
“These programs are the heart and soul of public health,” said Sánchez. “In addition to ensuring our population is healthy, these programs prevent and control the most common preventable health conditions and will both improve the health of the Commonwealth and reduce health care costs.”
Sánchez successfully advocated for the inclusion of an amendment that ensures continuity of the Boston Health Care for the Homeless Program’s Barbara McInnis House.  The McInnis House is the state’s only medical respite program for the homeless and cares for chronically homeless individuals who are among the MassHealth recipients with the highest utilization and costs.  Without this amendment, the McInnis House would have seen a MassHealth reimbursement rate cut resulting in a 25% reduction in the program’s budget.  The program improves quality in addition to preventing unnecessary costs and utilization that may arise if this vulnerable population is no longer properly managed. 

Sánchez also advocated for other programs that will directly affect the 15th Suffolk District.  These include housing reforms programs such as Emergency Assistance to reduce the reliance on shelters, hotels and motels and to help families find permanent affordable housing.  Sánchez also championed the Massachusetts Rental Voucher Program, which received an increase in funding of $600,000 over the fiscal year 2011 budget. This program provides a permanent improvement in the lives of low-income families and individuals by offering both tenant- and project-based rental subsidies.  
The special education circuit breaker has been funded at $213 million compared to $80 million in Fiscal Year 2011.  This funding reimburses school systems for providing a quality education for special education students in the Commonwealth. 
“This is a wonderful improvement for all those children and schools who benefit from the special education circuit breaker program by allowing for an improvement in the quality of the Commonwealth’s special education.” Sánchez said
 Sánchez also promoted the METCO program, ensuring children in the 15th Suffolk District will have an array of educational opportunites.  METCO will receive funding equal to that in fiscal year 2011.  Adults in the 15th Suffolk District will continue to benefit from the Adult Basic Education and English for Speakers of Other Languages programs by providing the opportunity to learn English in America. 
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